EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
RICHARD KARPEL

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT
CLIF GARBODEN
Boston Phoenix

VICE PRESIDENT
ANDY NEWMAN
Pittsburgh City Paper

SECRETARY
SIOUX WATSON
Independent Weekly

TREASURER
MARK BARTEL
City Pages (Twin Cities)

ADMISSIONS CHAIR
KENNETH NEILL
Memphis Flyer

ADVERTISING CHAIR
CAROL FLAGG
Austin Chronicle

CLASSIFIED CHAIR
ROBBY ROBBINS
Independent Weekly

CONVENTION CHAIR
SIMON MULVERHILL

San Antonio Current

DIVERSITY CHAIR
MICHAEL LENEHAN
Chicago Reader

EDITORIAL CHAIR
PATRICIA CALHOUN

Westword

FIRST AMENDMENT CHAIR
TIM REDMOND

San Francisco Bay Guardian

MARKETING/PUBLICITY CHAIR
PAUL CURCI
Philadelphia City Paper

ORGANIZATION/BYLAWS CHAIR
FRAN ZANKOWSKI
Advocate*Weekly Newspapers

AT-LARGE MEMBERS
MATT GIBSON
Missoula Independent

PAULA ROUTLY

Seven Days

NEIL SKENE
Creative Loafing Inc.

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
BILL TOWLER
City Newspaper

@ @@

Association of Alternative Newsweeklies

February 14, 2005

The Honorable John Cornyn
United States Senate

517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Cornyn:

I am writing on behalf of the Association of Alternative Newsweeklies (“AAN”)
in support of the Open Government Act of 2005. AAN represents 119 alternative
weeklies in the U.S., including newspapers like the Austin Chronicle, Dallas

Observer and Washington City Paper.

Our members place a strong emphasis on covering government issues and
providing readers with important information about the performance of public
officials and institutions. Your bill will enhance their ability to serve readers by
adding important new measures to the Freedom of Information Act. Many of our
member papers utilize the service of freelance reporters, so we were particularly
impressed by the provision in your bill establishing criteria that would allow
freelance journalists to get a break on FOIA search fees.

AAN strongly endorses the Open Government Act of 2005. Thank you for
introducing this bill to Congress.

Best regards

(o (st

Richard Karpel

Executive Director
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